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Unalaska 

Racing the Denali 
Murray Retires 

BLM Goes South 
Mapping Sciences 


BLM Shares in Unalaska Historical 


Commemoration 


Story and Photo by Dave Vickery 


This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the completion of 
the Alaska Highway, an incredible 
feat of construction during World 
War II that provided a land route 
from the lower 48 states across 
Canada. It is also the 50th 
anniversary of the Japanese 
bombing of Dutch Harbor and 
beginning of the Aleutian 
campaign. 

As a part of the many events 
planned for the state during the 
year, BLM is taking part in 
recognizing the events of 50 years 
ago. 
State Director Ed Spang 
participated in the memorial 
commemorative activities at 
Unalaska Island on June 4. The 
island, about 800 miles 
southwest of Anchorage, was 
filled with veterans, news media, 
Aleut Natives and other local 
people. 

Retired four-star Admiral 
James Russell, one of the 
principal naval officers at Dutch 
Harbor during the attack, was a 
featured speaker, and related 
tales of the war and weather. The 
Arkansas 208th Coast Artillery 
unit made a special trip to 
Unalaska to participate. The 
Arkansas national guard unit was 
sent to the Aleutians at the 
outbreak of war, and remained 
there through the campaign. 

State Director Spang 
presented to Unalaska Mayor 
Frank Kelty copies of the public 
land orders signed by President 
Franklin Roosevelt that withdrew 
the Aleutians islands as part of 
the war effort. BLM worked with 
the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. to research the 
historical documents, and obtain 
presentation copies for the 


State Director Edward Spang on 
Unalaska. 


commemoration. In making the 
presentation, Spang said, “Public 
land documents are one part of 
the history of World War II. It is 
our hope that these will help in 
the understanding of the history 
of the war in Alaska.” 

During the ceremony, Spang 
also presented to Alice Petrivilli, 
President of the Aleut Native 
Corporation, a series of 
documents transferring 19 
cemetery and historic sites. The 
sites are granted under Sec. 
14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act. This is 
the first transfer of historic sites 
back to the Aleut people since 
passage of the act in 1971. 

Spang said, “This action 
fulfills the intent of Congress to 
provide that Native people have 
ownership and control of sites 
with special significance to them. 
These sites, under Native control, 
will be preserved and protected to 
maintain their special character.” 


WWII Comes to Alaska 


On June 3, 1942, 
Japanese naval air forces 
attacked the port of Dutch 
Harbor on Unalaska Island in 
the opening salvo of the battle 
of Midway. The Japanese 
attack on the Aleutians was 
designed to lure the American 
fleet out of Hawaiian waters, 
where they could be destroy- | 
ed. But the U.S. Navy had : 
broken the Japanese code, 
and on June 3 and 4, 1942, | 
won a great victory at Midway. 

A sad result of the war, 
however, saw the removal of 
the Native Aleut people from 
their island homes to reloca- 
tion centers in southeast 
Alaska. Conditions in the 
camps were poor, and many 
people died. 

After the war, the Aleuts 
were returned to their islands, 
to find that many of their 
homes had been destroyed or 
looted, and their way of life 
irredeemably changed. 

In the decades since the 
war, Unalaska and Dutch 
Harbor have changed con- 
siderably. Commercial fishing 
and major processing plants 
are the principal activities | 
today. Millions of pounds of 
north pacific fish are process- 
ed through this port, bound 
for consumers, both American 
and Japanese. Looking past 
this commercial activity, 
however, one can still readily 
see the vestiges of the Aleut 
and Russian influences, 
standing alongside the empty 
concrete bunkers of the war 
years. 


Serious Mountain Bikers Have Fun 
Along Denali Highway 


Story and Photos by Ed Bovy 


Knobby tires, racing helmets and colorful 
clothing greeted a few curious tourists in Paxson 
early June 13 as about 40 mountain bikers 
discovered the Denali Highway during the first 
Denali Highway Mountain Bike Race and Tour. 
About half the group competed for prizes based on 
their total race time for the 133 miles between 
Paxson and Cantwell. The others pedaled the route 
for the challenge and enjoyment of it. 

“BLM provided logistical support for the racers 
such as working the checkpoints. All our people 


had radios for emergency communications. And 
Larry Kajdan and his crews constructed a 
temporary overnight camp near the Susitna River,” 
said Glennallen District Manager Gene Keith. 

Race organizer Tim Neal said, “We decided to 
have a race in an area where one was never run 
before. The Denali Highway is centrally located on 
the Alaska road system and allows people in 
Anchorage, Glennallen, Valdez and Fairbanks to 
participate. No one is on their ‘home turf and they 
can get together and meet others who bicycle. Plus 
the scenery is fantastic and the Denali is a dirt road 
that doesn’t have a lot of road traffic. 

Janelle Eklund was BLM’s sole participant in 
the event. She toured the 20 miles from Paxson to 
Tangle Lakes and then dropped out to drive to 
Anchorage for a swiftwater rescue class that began 
the next day. “I had originally planned to go as far 
as Ten Mile, but I felt fine so I went on. Afterwards I 
wasn’t even sore,” she said. 

Neal said the event will be evaluated and if all 
goes well it may become an annual event. “Things 
like this typically start out slow and then increase 
in popularity as word gets around,” he said. 

The event, sponsored by BLM, Boreallis 
Backcountry Bicycling (Fairbanks), the Bicycle Shop 
(Anchorage), and the Glennallen Chamber of 
Commerce, was an Official Rendezvous '92 event 
tied in with other observances related to the 50th 
anniversary of the Alaska Highway. Afterwards race 
organizers presented Gene Keith with an engraved 
ulu in appreciation of BLM’s support. 


(above) Racers line up for the start at Paxson. 
(left) GDO’'s Janelle Eklund takes a break enroute to 
Tangle Lakes. 
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30-Year BLMer 
Jim Murray Retires 


by Sharon Wilson 


It seemed like the end of an era. A crowd of co- 
workers, family, friends and BLM retirees gathered 
June 27 to honor the retirement of one of the last 
managers of the old Fairbanks District Office 
regime. Thirty years had zipped right by for Suppor 
Center Manager Jim Murray. 

A forestry graduate of the State University of 
New York in Syracuse, Murray became a BLM 
forester at Coos Bay, Oregon, in 1962. 

Arriving in Fairbanks, Alaska, in 1970, Murray 
began a string of two-year jobs. His first was a 
position on BLM’s Pipeline Surveillance Crew, then 
he became a lead realty specialist for the Yukon 
Resource Area (now the Steese/White Mountains 
District). He did timber inventories and the first 
Native allotment field exams under the newly- 
passed Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

With a background on the pipeline project, it 
was natural that Murray became the Pipeline 
Coordinator on the Fairbanks District’s Resources 
staff. He saw a lot of rugged country in northern 
Alaska as he traveled the newly-cut Haul Road, 
executing and monitoring material sales and gravel 
permits for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline project. 

After a two-year stint as Chief, Branch of 
Biological Resources, Murray broke with tradition 
by serving for the next eight years as Chief, Division 
of Operations. He supervised land law examiners, 
docket clerks, miscellaneous document examiners, 
legal clerks, an engineer, the maintenance 


personnel, office support staff, and the Young Adult ~ 


Conservation Corps. 

In 1986, after BLM-Alaska was reorganized into 
a two-tier system, Jim became the Manager for the 
Fairbanks Support Center. His proudest 
accomplishment was bringing to reality BLM’s long- 
needed Fairbanks Office building on University 
Avenue. 

In private life, Jim has always been a volunteer. 
He has held several offices on the board of the local 
Methodist church over the years. 

While his daughters were teenagers, he and his 
wife Esther gave many hours to the Young Life 
organization. As a member of the Chena Kiwanis 
Club, Murray has been heavily involved with several 
community service projects. 

With NARFE, the National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees, Murray rototills a community 


Dan Gullickson 


New Year's Eve. (Not!) Jim Murray looks slightly 
bewildered at his retirement party. 


plot every spring so he and the other members can 
grow potatoes that they give the the local Food Bank 
each fall. 

When looking back on his life and his 30-year 
career, Murray said that perhaps the most exciting 
thing was raising his three girls, Jamie, Loree and 
Elaine. He and Esther now have three outstanding 
sons-in-law, and they look forward to doubling their 
quota of grandchildren before Christmas. 

The people at the retirement party honored a 
man who has seen a lot of changes, both in Alaska 
and in BLM. They reminisced as they presented 
gifts and speeches, and remembered old times. The 
retirees in the crowd assured him that there is life 
after BLM. 

Murray has always been, and will remain, a 
frustrated forester. Anyone who has watched him 
outside the Fairbanks Office Building—cutting dead 
trees, bucking the firewood, and clearing the 
brush—fully expects that one of Murray’s next 
volunteer positions will be as an on-call 
groundskeeper at the Fairbanks Office Building. 


B [. Mi a Ala S k eo Cruz and her cameraman turned the tables and interviewed 
spent the good part of a day her on the air! “I asked her how 
filming Garcia in the federal she liked Alaska and she said, ‘it 

Soes So uth building, at the radio station and was beautiful and the people 


in his home with his family. “It treated them very well.” 


was quite an experience,” says Telemundo is aired in the 
by Ed Bovy Garcia, “and it’s quite unusual to U.S., South America, Central 
find someone from so far south America, Puerto Rico, and several 
Ramon Garcia will no doubt who was interested in Alaska ona Caribbean Islands. Cruz contin- 
be getting a lot offanmailinthe tonic other than hunting and ued on to Nome for another 
near future. Things will never be fishing.” interview. Garcia’s segment will 


the same for the ASO docket’s Cruz also interviewed several 

probably air in late July or ear 
legal clerk after he is featuredon —_ ther Hispanics here in Alaska. Ferner ; S 
an upcoming episode of “Occurrio But before she left KSKA, Garcia 
Asi” (Spanish for “It happened 


that way”) on the Telemundo 
Television Network of Miami. 

Ingrid Cruz, the show’s 
producer, said “I wanted to profile 
people in Alaska who are very 
involved in the Hispanic com- 
munity. And every Hispanic I 
talked to here knows Ramon!” 
Garcia leads a “double life” and is 
known as “La Voz” on KSKA 
Sunday nights where he has 
hosted his own Spanish language 
music program since 1978. 

“It was a great feeling to 
answer the phone and be told I 
was going to be interviewed in- 
stead of fixing a bar code reader,” 
said Garcia. “I thought I would 
blow up. Do we have your per- 
mission? Yes. Where do I sign? 
When will you come?” 


Harper Receives Commendation from State Legislature 


by Teresa McPherson 


Blacks in Alaska History 


ASO computer specialist George Harper was = —— 
recently recognized by the 17th Alaska State : 
Legislature. In a letter of commendation, the 
legislature recognized Harper for his “commitment to 
sharing and preserving Black contributions to the 
history of the state of Alaska.” 

Harper researched and designed a photographic 
exhibit commemorating the work of Black engineer 
regiments in the construction of the Alaska 
Highway. The exhibit was displayed in the ree —a ) 
Anchorage Federal Office Building in February,and ==". ‘o ® a 
more recently at the Anchorage Museum of History Fy . ; 
and Art during a special Fourth of July celebration George Harper (right) with World War II veteran Roy Gould. 
honoring ten Black veterans who helped construct Gould served with the 97th Engineer Regiment which 


; helped construct the Alaska Highway. After a local 
the highway. Harper’s exhibit will tour several Pepe een uieaicie about Harpers exhibit) Gould 


communities during the summer as part of contacted Harper and the two met for lunch and shared 
Rendezvous 92, the joint U.S./Canadian 50th notes about the highway’s history. 
anniversary celebration of the Alaska Highway. 


Teresa McPherson 


BLM communications 
management specialist Tom 
McMaster has been elected to the 
Matanuska Telephone Associ- 
ation’s Board of Directors. A 
long-time Alaskan, McMaster will 
use his 35 years of telecommun- 
ications experience in the Great- 
land to assist with the technical 
and business management of the 
utility. As the newest member of 
the board, McMaster was profiled 
in the June issue of the utility’s 
newsletter, Direct Connection. 


The Anchorage Daily News 
recently asked BLM’s Shirley 
Rackley and her husband Jim to 
keep a journal about events in 
their Mountain View neighbor- 
hood. The News then published 
their insights in a feature story 
on June 16 which highlighted the 
problems facing residents of this 
small north Anchorage commun- 
ity. Increased drug-related crime, 
absentee landlords, and an in- 
creasingly transient population 
have spurred Rackley and other 
concerned residents to form 
neighborhood watches and work 
with local law enforcement to 
seek solutions to the problems 
plaguing this former Neighbor- 
hood of the Year. 


Workwise or Otherwise 


Teresa McPherson 


Georgia Taylor 
(right) is all 
smiles as she 
receives her 
second FWP 
Scholarship, 
presented by 
BLM FWP 
manager Barbara 


Wiley. 


Taylor Receives FWP Scholarship 


For the second year in a row, IRM’s Georgia Taylor was awarded a 
$500 scholarship from the Anchorage Chapter of the Federal 
Executive Association/Federal Women’s Program. 

Georgia is continuing her studies in Computer Information 
Systems at the University of Alaska-Anchorage. “The classes I have 
taken so far have given me a better understanding of computers and 
applications used here in IRM,” explains Taylor. “This fall I plan to 
enroll in a programming business applications class, which will be 
very useful.” 

This year a total of seven scholarships were awarded. The 
program is supported through the proceeds of the FEA/FWP Career 
Challenges Workshop held each spring. The scholarship program 
provides financial assistance to permanent employees seeking the 
education necessary for advancement within the federal work force. 


sourdough Boat Launch Dedicated 


Alaska Lt. Governor Jack Coghill joined ASD Bill 
Calkins, Glennallen District Manager Gene Keith and 
State Director Ed Spang in dedicating the recently- 
completed boat ramp at Sourdough Campground, 
north of Glennallen. Construction began last year 
with more than $262,000 provided by the state. 
Coghill said that he has long been interested in 
improving access to land and water and felt that 
there would be more opportunities for the state to 
cooperate with BLM in the future. 


Sourdough Campground is closed for the balance 
of the summer for the complete reconstruction and 
modernization of one of BLM’s most popular 
recreational facilities in Alaska. However, thanks to 
the Alyeska Pipeline Service Company, a temporary 
campground has been built one-half mile north of the 
Sourdough Creek Campground. 


pplause 


Supervisors can help to expedite award 
processing by checking award packets for 
accuracy, appropriateness of award, and 
proper forms. If you have questions, call 
Nancy Brainerd at 271-3187. 


Sustained Superior Performance 

Award 

Clifford Ligons, F.E.O. Manager, Office of 
State Director 

Connie Lewis, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Lands & Renewable 
Resources 

Donna Wixon, Legal Clerk, Division 
Support Services 

Allen Deitz, Computer Specialist, 
Division of Information Resource 
Management 

Linda Resseguie, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Mary Bonin, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Barbara Knudson, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Carolyn Bailey, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 


Special Act Service Award 

Gary Baumgartner, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Charles Brown, Forestry Technician, 
‘Alaska Fire Service 

Rodney Dow, Forestry Technician, Alaska 
Fire Service 

Henry Falcon, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Jon Larson, Forestry Technician, Alaska 
Fire Service 

Bruce Nelson, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Anthony Pastro, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 


James Raudenbush, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

David Righetti, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Thomas Romanello, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Jon Russell, Forestry Technician, Alaska 
Fire Service 

Paul Sulinski, Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Rodger Vorce, Supervisory Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Rick Gregg, Accounting Technician, 

’ Division of Support Services 

Robert McWhorter, Public Affairs 
Specialist, Office of Public Affairs, 

Daniel Healey, Program Analyst, Division 
of Information Resource Management 


Quality Step Increase Award 
Randy Goodwin, Outdoor Recreation 
Planner, Steese/White Mountains 

District Office 


On-the-Spot Cash Award 

Angela Nichols, Secretary, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Barbara Wiley, Equal Opportunity 
Assistant, Office of State Director 

LaShandra Gully, Information 
Receptionist, Division of Support 
Services 

Craig Dukart, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Lowell King, Supervisory Computer 
Specialist, Division of Information 
Resource Management 

Daniel Healey, Program Analyst, Division 
of Information Resource Management 

Wayne Weber, Miscellaneous Documents 
Examiner, Division of Cadastral Survey 

Kimberly Mincer, Photolithographer, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 


Length of Service 


10-Year Service Award 

Allen Biller, Supervisory Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Thursa Hayward, Contact Representative, 
Division of Support Services 


In Memory: Joseph McAvoy 


BLM-Alaska Cartographic Technician, Joe McAvoy, died June 22 at 


Providence Hospital. 


Born in Boston, Massachusetts on December 6, 1941, Joe graduated 
from West High, in Anchorage. Joe spent the majority of his life in 
Alaska; he attended both Alaska Pacific University and the University of 
Alaska-Anchorage. He has been employed by BLM Alaska since 1977, 
beginning his Mapping Science career as a cartographic aid. Funeral 
services were held at the Anchorage Municipal Cemetery on July 1, 


1992. 


According to co-workers, Joe had a wide range of interests, including 
all aspects of mapping and many different types of music. 


Rebecca Johnson, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Keith Pollock, Electrical Mechanic, 
Alaska Fire Service 


20-Year Service Award 

Paul Sulinski, Lead Forestry Technician, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Robert McWhorter, Public Affairs 
Specialist, Office of Public Affairs 

Mary Bloes, Land Law Assistant, Division 
of Conveyance Management 


30-Year Service Award 

James Murray, Support Services 
Supervisor, Division of Support Services 

Mary Piggott, Supervisory Land 
Examiner, Division of Conveyance 
Management 


Retirements 
James Murray, Support Services 
Supervisor, Division of Support Services 


Welcome Aboard 


June 1992 


Paul A. Borcherding, Lead Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Ruth M. Gronquist, Wildlife management 
Biologist, Division of Lands and 
Renewable Resources 

Jimmy S. Malemute, Fire Retardant 
Mixer Operator, Alaska Fire Service 

John E. Palmer, Motor Vehicle Operator, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Donald C. Robinson, Materials Handler, 
Alaska Fire Service 

Deborah L. Wilburn, Supply Technician, 
Division of Support Services 

Sharon Fleek, Supervisory Land Law 
Examiner, Division of Conveyance 
Management 

Vikki Stevenson, Secretary, Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Clyde Pooler, Cartographic Technician, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 


Moving On 
June 1992 


Leroy A. Gross, Materials Handler 
Leader, Alaska Fire Service 

Eleanor DeRoque, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Judy Kramer, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Larry Judd, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 


This information provided by ASO Human 
Resources. 
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Mapping Science Workshop Held in Anchorage 
by Betsy Vanek 


BLM Alaska was the proud host of the Bureau-wide mapping sciences 
workshop this year. This is the first time this annual event has been held 
in Alaska. 

The June workshop drew approximately 75 participants from all the 
BLM state offices as well as the Washington office and the Denver Service 
center. 

“Some of the workshops included in the week-long event were Cost 
Recovery for Mapping Products, Land Use/Land Cover, and Review of 
Mapping Science Manuals and Handbooks,” mentioned Gust Panos, a 
workshop participant. 

“The workshop was a success because of the information-sharing and 
idea development that went on,” said Panos. “Mapping science has 
become more computerized and automated, and Bureau-wide information 
sharing is very important.” 


A tour of the Alaska state office was also included on the workshop ~ 


agenda. 


On the Cover: 


Happiness is a king. This 
family recently enjoyed 
the three-day Fourth of 
July weekend on the 
Gulkana River, one of 
BLM's most popular 
recreational attractions. 
Photo by Ed Bovy. 


(left) Melanie Rhinehart, Gust 
Panos (924), Wally Stiles (Wyo.), _ 
and Terry Hobbs (042) finalizing a 


report for a group project. 
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